PAGE  

Abstract 
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The poverty reduction is the main goal of socio-economic progress; it defines the political stability of the country and perspectives in the global world. However in Russia there is no complex monitoring which would provide the analysis of the poverty dynamics from the point of view of socio-demographic groups and the influence of the policy decisions on the poverty level, poverty profile, and poverty gap. The absence of this data does not allow providing effective policy measures of poverty reduction in the conditions of limited budget. 

The object of the research is theoretical and methodological approach to the definition and measurement of the poverty in modern Russia. 

The purpose of the research is the creation of methodology of multidimensional measurement of the poverty level, poverty profile, and poverty gap and definition of the effective mechanisms of the poverty reduction. 
Empirical base of the research: 
Data from the “Russia Longitudinal Monitoring Survey - Higher School of Economics (RLMS-HSE)”, conducted by the National Research University - Higher School of Economics and CJSC “Demoscope”, with assistance from the Carolina Population Center of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and the Institute of Sociology, Russian Academy of Science. The additional indices were included into the program of the survey 2013 for the purpose of measurement of poverty level of households by nonmonetary indicators. There were used the data of statistical surveys for the estimation of the state budget expenses on support of the poor. 
The other surveys that was used for the estimation of the spread of social programs were “The sample survey of the quality and availability of the education services, medical services, social services, and employment services”, conducted by Russian Federal State Statistics Service in 2013, and the survey “Moscow and Moscovites”, conducted by the Institute of the humanitarian development of megalopolis in 2012. 

Federal and regional legislation about providing targeted assistance was used as empirical base of the research, the other data was the data of state social support on the base of social contract (form №1 “Social contract”).
Results of the research:
1. Analyzed different approaches to the definition and measurement of poverty in Russia and Europe. Examined the evolution of Russian national poverty level based on absolute monetary concept. Made the comparative analysis of criteria of poverty and vulnerability. 
2. Developed a comprehensive method of measurement of multicriteria poverty of Russian population based on monetary and nonmonetary methods of poverty estimation. 
3. Made the analysis of poverty level, poverty structure, poverty gap, poverty profile, and poverty factors from the point of view of different socio-demographic groups. Developed recommendations for poverty reduction of different groups of people. 
4. Carried out estimations of the efficiency of state budget expenses on the support of the poor based on the analysis of the results of targeted social assistance of poor people. 
5. Presented recommendations about removing the risks of estimation of vulnerability for social programs.
6. Analyzed international experience of  involving of commercial sector and non-profit organizations into the system of providing of social services to population. 
7. Analyzed the results of implementation of technology of social contract in Russia. Formulated recommendations for the local governments about development and monitoring of this social program. 
8. Worked out the proposals about upgrading of national monitoring of poverty in Russia including the implementation of modern tools of methodology of definition and measurement, systems of indicators and data.
Recommendations about implementation of research results 
The research contributes to the development of methodology of definition and measurement of poverty. In the theoretical sphere the research facilitates the development of new knowledge about modern methods of definition and measurement of poverty and development of new approaches to its estimation. The contribution to the methodology was made by the development of methods of multidimensional poverty measurement taking into account income and property prosperity, the consumption structure, work skills of Russian households. 
The work has been done on the instructions of the Administration of the Government of the Russian Federation. Some results were presented on the meetings in the Ministry of the Labor and Social Protection of the Russian Federation, Commission on Social Policy, Labor Relations and Living Standards of the Civic Chamber of the Russian Federation. 

The sphere of implementation
The research would contribute to the broadening possibilities of policy decision makers in Russia. The research results might be used by governing institutions for the creation of national poverty monitoring. 
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